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February 10th, 2016    2 Samuel 24:10-25 

 

Consider the Consequences of Your Sin and Repent 

 

Ash Wednesday begins a season of repentance.  It is a confession of who we are and where we are 

headed, and most importantly of Whom we need.  Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return.   

 

We are dust because of the Fall into sin.  God said to Adam and Eve, “The day you eat of it (the Tree 

of Knowledge of Good and Evil) you will surely die.”  Adam and Eve’s sin was not as simple as them 

making a choice to eat from a Tree that they weren’t supposed to.  Little did they realize the 

ramifications it would have for all of us.  Our grey hair, bad hearing and eyesight, and the three 

funerals this week make it plain.   

 

Satan’s lie is that all of life’s decisions and actions are only personal.  They used to say, “as long as 

we’re not hurting anybody” then it’s ok.  Now the line has been drawn back even further to a mere, 

“whatever makes me happy,” even if what makes me happy hurts my family or angers my God.  Forget 

about the affect it will have on others, we don’t want to hear about it.  “It’s none of your business.”   

 

Needless to say this is a very frustrating business to be in as a parent, a teacher, a pastor or even a 

Christian friend.  It has become almost impossible to warn anyone about behavior that could do them 

terrible damage and worst of all send them to hell.  When people do what they want and when they 

want without any correction there are consequences.  There are always consequences.   

 

Take for instance the boy who wants to keep playing video games.  His parents ask him, “Did you do 

your homework?”  “Yes!” he answers.  But he didn’t.  So he goes to school the next day without his 

homework done and gets a bad grade.  The parents find out he lied.  His word is no longer good, and 

they have doubt about everything he says.  They now have to dig into his book bag every day to see if 

the homework is done.  They can’t just ask him.  His grades suffer as well.  He has to make up the 

undone assignment as well as keep up with the current ones.  There are consequences to the lie that he 

didn’t think of.  All he thought was, “I want to keep playing this video game.  I don’t want to do my 

homework.  I can lie to get out of it.”  It’s not that easy.   

 

Today on this Ash Wednesday our minds are taken back to David’s rule about 3,000 years ago through 

the Old Testament lesson of today.  David was proud of what a great army he had.  He wanted to count 

how many warriors they had amassed in Israel.  It would perhaps be a great record to keep in the annals 

of his history as king.  Yet even Joab, his less than moral general, was smart enough know that it was 

actually an act of pride and a foolish thing to do that would anger the LORD.  Yet David wouldn’t 

listen to Joab.  His decision to count his fighting men had terrible ramifications for his whole country.   
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Even before the consequences came, it didn’t take long for David to realize what a dumb thing he had 

done.  It was a terrible example to the Israelites.   “David was conscience-stricken after he had 

counted the fighting men, and he said to the LORD, ‘I have sinned greatly in what I have done. 

Now, O LORD, I beg you, take away the guilt of your servant. I have done a very foolish thing.’”  

He was truly repentant and admitted what he did was wrong, just like he did in Psalm 51.    

 

This is what Christians do, not only on Ash Wednesday, but throughout their lives.  The more we grow 

in faith, the more we recognize our sin and are conscious of it even before people have to call us out.  

When mature Christians are called out, they aren’t too ashamed or proud to say, “I’m sorry.”  They 

have no problem with this because they know God is merciful and forgiving.   

 

But just because David was sorrowful, it didn’t mean that there wouldn’t be consequences to his sin.  

Also, verse 1 tells us that God was already angry with Israel for other sins as well.  This sin of David 

would only serve to be the “straw that broke the camel’s back.”  God would exact suffering on all of 

Israel for their sin and for David’s sin.  It might sound strange, but it was God’s will to make them 

suffer, not in order to make them pay for their sin, but to bring them to repentance.   

 

David still suffered even though Jesus would pay for his sin.  We need to understand this.  There is a 

mentality towards sin where we think that if we just say we’re sorry that God is then obligated to 

remove any temporal consequences to our sin.  He’s not.  The husband is caught looking at porn and he 

says to his wife, “I’m sorry.”  He thinks that will magically take care of everything, as if his wife won’t 

feel like she’s not good enough for him now.  He will say to her, “I thought you forgave me!”  But he 

won’t understand that his sin personally slapped her in the face and caused her an ongoing pain and 

fear that she will have a hard time dealing with.  She’ll be suspicious of his texts and his computer 

usage.  She’ll want to know who he’s talking to.  He will continue to suffer also because of her ongoing 

suspicions.  Forgiveness doesn’t erase the consequences of the sin in this life.  I don’t know that we 

understand that like we should.  Just because God is merciful and forgiving doesn’t mean he is going to 

just erase the consequences of sin in this life.   

 

Yet that is a good thing.  Consequences can serve to humble us and make us say to ourselves, “I’m 

never going to do that again.”  They can drive such a painful memory into our minds that we think of it 

often and are afraid of ever doing it again.  They can make us clearly see that we are sinners and drive 

home to us that we have earned much worse from God.  They can drive us to look for God’s mercy in 

Christ and cling to it as if we were starving to death.  So there can be a good purpose in consequences.  

 

How do you respond to consequences of sin?  Are you sorry that there are consequences because of 

what you did?  Or are you sorry because you broke God’s law and didn’t trust to do it His way?  What 

is repentance to you?  Is it trying to get away with sin?  Or is it sorrow that you’ve slapped God in the 

face again?   
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David didn’t trust that God could take care of him with no troops.  The counting of the troops was an 

insult to His omnipotence.  It was prideful to put his trust in the numbers of men he had.  The Israelites 

had probably the same pride because of their success.  Now God said there were going to be 

consequences.  Usually we don’t get to choose the consequences.  If you are running on the ice and you 

slip and fall, gravity doesn’t stop and say to you, “Would you like a broken hip, broken leg, or a torn 

acl?”  I don’t know that we’d want such options.  “None of the above” we would say.  But God gave 

David three options.  I can’t think of any other place in the Scriptures where this happens.   

 

“Shall there come upon you three years of famine in your land? Or three months of fleeing 

from your enemies while they pursue you? Or three days of plague in your land? Now 

then, think it over and decide how I should answer the one who sent me.”  

 

The options that God gives David seem to be the same.  “Would you like death, death or death?”  From 

the length of things, maybe most of us would say, “Let’s get it over with and go with three days instead 

of three years.”  David choses the three days, but it’s for a much more spiritual reason.  David said to 

Gad, “I am in deep distress. Let us fall into the hands of the LORD, for his mercy is great; but do 

not let me fall into the hands of men.”  He felt that if the LORD were the One directly administering 

the suffering, that He would administer the suffering more mercifully than heathen men.   

 

So how did God respond?  He put 70,000 men of Israel to death.  That’s a lot of people, more than died 

in the Vietnam War or the Korean War.  It all happened within three days.  How could anyone look at 

that as merciful?    

 

● We might remember that God doesn’t measure mercy by how long we live in this world or how 

prosperous we are, but whether we are living and believing in Jesus and his forgiveness when 

we die.    

● You could also look at the spiritual state that Israel was in and see that they needed a wakeup 

call. They needed to repent of their pride and their sin.  What better way to bring them down to 

size than to destroy a large portion of the army they trusted in as David counted them?      

● It could have been a lot worse.  They all deserved to die.  But God didn’t do that either.   

● We also remember that there’s a reason we say we live by faith.  We can’t figure everything out.  

God’s ways are higher than our ways.    

 

The angel of death arrived to the outskirts of Jerusalem with his sworn drawn at the threshing floor of 

Araunah the Jebusite.  Araunah and his sons hid in fear.  But God’s mercy decided to hold back from 

any more destruction.  David came and humbled himself before the LORD again.  He said, “I am the 

one who has sinned and done wrong. These are but sheep. What have they done? Let your hand 

fall upon me and my family.”  He then proceeded to purchase Araunah’s field and make sacrifices to 

the LORD in order to appease God’s wrath.  When the sacrifices were made the angel of death then put 

his sword back in its sheath and went away.   
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David was right.  God would be merciful, and David knew that the mercy of God came through 

sacrifice.  The altar built at Araunah’s threshing floor on top of a high hill would have been a constant 

reminder to Israel of what they needed to live before a holy God.  They needed a sacrifice to be made.  

The only way they could stand before a holy God would be behind the ashes of sacrifice.   

 

When the sword of God has been drawn upon us and our land, we have no business blaming God for 

the snowstorms or the tornados that have fallen on our land.  We have no right to question God’s 

justice just because the Muslims seem to be taking over the world.  Nor do we have any business 

blaming Him for the leaders that we ourselves voted for as a country.  We’ve earned all this and worse.   

 

As King David faced the angry angel he quickly purchased the land and the animals and built the altar 

to make a sacrifice of animals.  That served to appease God’s wrath.  So our King Jesus has purchased 

and paid the sacrifice that we needed by going to the cross to pay for the sins of the world.  Just as the 

animal sacrifices appeased the wrath of the angel, so we look at the sacrifice of Jesus to appease the 

wrath of God on the threshing floor of the cross.  We hide behind Jesus and watch Him clear the 

pathway to heaven.  We find mercy only in Him.  On Ash Wednesday we put the blame on ourselves 

and confess our own sins, just like David did.  We say, “Lord, have mercy on me a sinner.”  Our 

consequences to sin lead to different kinds of suffering in this world.  But God wants to lead all of us to 

the same place.  When it comes to our salvation, God doesn’t provide three different doors to choose 

from in order to appease His wrath.  There is only one door, and His name is Jesus Christ.  There is 

only one place to appease God’s wrath and find payment for our sins, and that is at the cross.  God 

bless our season of Lent as we once again follow our sacrificial Lamb on the way to the cross to take 

our sins on Himself.   Amen.   


